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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: "and" on line 4 should be 
"or". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 9-10, 13-15 and 20-21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yuasa et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/01 18210 Al). 

As to claim 9, Yuasa teaches an image processing apparatus (10 in fig. 2) that corrects 
color of an image, said image processing apparatus comprising: 

an information storage module (i.e., the image data storage 101 in fig. 3) that stores at 
least one piece of color correction information (i.e., color measurement data X Y Z, in block 
0080, which is stored in the image data storage 101 in fig. 3. In 0080 and 0081, the color 
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measurement data XYZ, which is the color correction data in used later at the output device such 
as the receiving side 20 in fig. 2 or a printer in block 0040, which is set or designated for color 
correction information in correspondence with the image data RGB), which is used to regulate a 
variation in color space (i.e., RGB of input image data) (In 0080 and 0081, the color 
measurement data XYZ which is set or designated for color correction information in 
correspondence with the color space of RGB of the image data) of an image processing device 
(10 in fig. 2) and to implement color correction of an image by color conversion different from 
the variation in color space (color value data in XYZ data would be different from the color 
space of RGB in fig. 5; the color value data in XYZ would be used for implement color 
correction u or adjustment" of the image G "RGB" at the output device "a printer" or the 
receiving side "20 in fig. 2", lines 7-9 at block 0040 and block 0049); 

an image input module (i.e., image data input device 103g in fig. 3) that inputs an image 
( block 0058, an input terminal used to input an image information obtained by an image input 
device such as an camera or a scanner); and 

a color correction information attachment module (i.e., image file generator 103f in fig. 3 
which is describes in block 0075) that attaches the color correction information stored in said 
information storage module to the input image (block 0049; # 9 in fig. 4; block 0082 and in fig. 5 
indicates that the color correction information "i.e., color value data in XYZ" is attached to the 
input image "i.e., image data RGB" in the image file F). 

As to claim 10, Yuasa teaches an image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 9, 
wherein said color correction information attachment module (i.e., image file generator 103f in 
fig. 3 which is describes in block 0075) displays a list of the color correction information stored 
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in said information storage module and causes a user to select a desired piece of the color 
correction information for attachment to the input image (block 0075 describes that the image 
file generator 103f measures the color displayed in the display area of the registration palette 12b 
by means of the colorimeter 15, and generates an image file by attaching the color value data (X, 
Y, Z) obtained by the colorimeter 15 and the position data (x 5 y) of the color measurement to the 
image data (R, G, B) of the image G displayed in the image viewer 12a. When the end of the 
color measurement is instructed by operating the keyboard the image file F combining or 
attaching the file data, the image data (R, G, B) of the image G to be displayed on the display 22, 
the color value data (X, Y, Z) of the measured color). 

As to claim 13, Yuasa teaches an image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 9, 
wherein the color correction information functions (colorimeter 15 in fig. 3) as color space 
information for regulating a variation in color space of the image generation device (i.e., color 
space of image in RGB that is displayed in viewer) ( block 0075 describes that the image file 
generator 103f measures the color displayed in the display area of the registration palette by 
means of the colorimeter 15, and generates an image file by attaching the color value data (X, Y, 
Z) obtained by the colorimeter 15 and the position data (x, y) of the color measurement to the 
image data (R, G, B) of the image G displayed in the image viewer 12a. The image file 
generator 103f drives the colorimeter 15 every time a color to be measured is displayed in the 
display area AR2 of the registration palette 12b to obtain the color value data (X, Y, Z) of the 
display color, and stores it in correspondence with the image data (R, G, B) and the position data 
(x, y) in the image data storage 101). 
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As to claim 14, Yuasa teaches an image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 
13, wherein the color space information is an ICC profile (block 01 16 and fig. 15 indicating ICC 
profile is described as the color space information which is stored in a block of the output 
medium information data). 

As to claim 15, Yuasa teaches an image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 9, 
said image processing apparatus further comprising: 

an object image input module (i.e., image data input device 103g in fig. 3) that inputs an 
image as an object of generation of color correction information (#1 in fig. 4 indicates that the 
image from input devices "40 or 50 in fig. 3" is displayed by the display image generator "103a 
in fig. 3"in viewer 12 that would be an object for generating of color correction information 
later); 

a color adjustment module (i.e., the colorimeter 15 in fig. 3) that performs color 
adjustment of the input image (#5 in fig. 4 indicates that display color to be measured by the 
colorimeter in display area, block 0079); 

a color correction information generation module (i.e., image file generator 103f in fig. 3) 
that compares an original image (image data in RGB in fig. 5) prior to the color adjustment by 
said color adjustment module with a resulting color-adjusted image after the color adjustment 
(i.e., coordinate data of color measurement position in image in fig. 5) and generates color 
correction information (i.e., color measurement data in XYZ in fig. 5) (# 9 and #1 1 in fig. 4 
indicates that color correction information such as color measurement in XYZ is generated and 
registered color in registration palette, block 0081); 
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a color correction information storage module (i.e., image file generator 103f in fig. 3 
which is describes in block 0075) that stores the generated color correction information into said 
information storage module (i.e., the image data storage 101 in fig. 3), (# 15 in fig. 4; block 0082 
and in fig. 5 indicates that the color correction information "i.e., color value data in XYZ" is 
attached to the image file F in the image storage 101, in last sentence of block 0075). 

As to claim 20, Yuasa discloses an image processing method that corrects color of an 
image, said image processing method comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing at least one piece of color correction information (i.e., color measurement data 
X Y Z, in block 0080, which is stored in the image data storage 101 in fig. 3. In 0080 and 0081, 
the color measurement data XYZ, which is the color correction data in used later at the output 
device such as the receiving side 20 in fig. 2 or a printer in block 0040, which is set or designated 
for color correction information in correspondence with the image data RGB), which is used to 
regulate a variation in color space (In 0080 and 0081, the color measurement data XYZ which is 
set or designated for color correction information in correspondence with the color space RGB of 
the image data) of an image processing device (10 in fig. 2) and to implement color correction of 
an image by color conversion different from the variation in color space (color value data in 
XYZ data would be different from the color space of RGB in fig. 5; the color value data in XYZ 
would be used for implement color correction "or adjustment" of the image G "RGB" in the 
output device "a printer" or the receiving side "20 in fig. 2", lines 7-9 at block 0040 and block 
0049); and 



Application/Control Number: Page 7 

10/815,249 

Art Unit: 2625 

(b) attaching the stored color correction information to an input image (block 0049; # 9 in 
fig. 4; block 0082 and in fig. 5 indicates that the color correction information "i.e., color value 
data in XYZ" is attached to the input image "i.e., image data RGB" in the image file F). 

As to claim 21, Yuasa discloses An image processing method in accordance with claim 
20, wherein said step (b) displays a list of the stored color correction information and causes a 
user to select a desired piece of the color correction information for attachment to the input 
image (block 0075 describes that the image file generator 103f measures the color displayed in 
the display area of the registration palette 12b by means of the colorimeter 15, and generates an 
image file by attaching the color value data (X, Y, Z) obtained by the colorimeter 15 and the 
position data (x, y) of the color measurement to the image data (R, G, B) of the image G 
displayed in the image viewer 12a. When the end of the color measurement is instructed by 
operating the keyboard the image file F combining or attaching the file data, the image data (R, 
G, B) of the image G to be displayed on the display 22, the color value data (X, Y, Z) of the 
measured color). 

As to claim 23, Yuasa teaches an image processing method in accordance with claim 20, 
wherein the color correction information functions (colorimeter 15 in fig. 3) as color space 
information for regulating a variation in color space of the image generation device (i.e., color 
space of image in RGB that is displayed in viewer) ( block 0075 describes that the image file 
generator 103f measures the color displayed in the display area of the registration palette by 
means of the colorimeter 15, and generates an image file by attaching the color value data (X, Y, 
Z) obtained by the colorimeter 1 5 and the position data (x, y) of the color measurement to the 
image data (R, G, B) of the image G displayed in the image viewer 12a. The image file 
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generator 103f drives the colorimeter 15 every time a color to be measured is displayed in the 
display area AR2 of the registration palette 12b to obtain the color value data (X, Y 5 Z) of the 
display color, and stores it in correspondence with the image data (R, G, B) and the position data 
(x, y) in the image data storage 101). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-8 and 16-19 allowed. 

Claims 1 and 16 are independent claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
As to claims 1 and 16, the present invention from the current application discloses a 
method and an apparatus for " an information retrieval module that sets the specific device 
identification information attached to the input image as a key of retrieval and retrieves specific 
color correction information stored in mapping to the specific device identification information 
in said information storage module; and a color correction information attachment module that, 
when the specific color correction information is retrieved corresponding to the specific device 
identification information attached to the input image, attaches the retrieved color correction 
information to the input image ". 

The closest prior art such as Yuasa et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/01 18210 Al), which is 
used for rejection above, teaches the color correction information is set by the user and attached 
to input image; and Bernard et al. (US Patent No. 7,177,466 Bl), which is recorded in the 
Examiner's Remark below, discloses color correction information including user specific HTML 
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and a color profile which embedded in the image file; ICC profile for the device characteristics 
of the reference image embedded in the image file. 

However, from the prior art above, either separately or in combination, including an 
updated electronic text search, fails to anticipate or render the above underlined limitations 
obvious. 

6. Claims 11-12 and 22 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims; and claim 12 would be allowable if that claim should be 
overcome the claim objection from above. The reasons for allowance are similar with the scope 
from claims 1 and 16. 

Examiner's Remark 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Bernard et al. (US Patent No. 7,177,466 Bl) discloses color correction information 
including user specific HTML and a color profile which embedded in the image file; ICC profile 
for the device characteristics of the reference image embedded in the image file. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas Q. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7442. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The Fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or processing is assigned is 571 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair- direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dec. 20, 2007 




DOUGLAS Q.TRAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



